A Resolution to Inform Members

Whereas:

One of the basic purposes of the Humboldt County Democratic Central Committee (HCDCC) is recruiting and supporting Democrats for local office. When our members pull the rug out from under our endorsed candidates, by endorsing their opposition, they undermine any leadership that the Democratic Party has in Humboldt County. It’s difficult enough to recruit and develop candidates to run for our local offices and this duplicitous behavior makes it harder still.

Several Associate Members of the Committee have endorsed a candidate for elected office in opposition to the HCDCC’s endorsed candidate. This act is a clear violation of the HCDCC Bylaws and is grounds for removal of membership in the Committee. 

It is time that we stand up for our principles and remove the members who continue to support our opposition

Whereas:

Our Bylaws treat all members the same, except for voting rights, as enumerated in Article II Section 2.9 Associate Members shall have the same rights as regular Members except for voting and related privileges.
The violations of HCDCC Bylaws:  
Article I Section 1.2 The Purposes of the Committee are: To support actively Democratic candidates for office; Article I Section 1.3(d) This Committee shall perform other such duties and services for the Democratic Party as are for the party’s benefit; 
Article II Section 2.4 Appointment, Qualifications, and Procedures… a prospective appointee shall have a commitment to the principles and rules governing the Democratic Party and This Committee; 
Article II Section 2.11 Resignation and Removal…This Committee also may remove a regular member, except an Ex Officio Member, for the following grounds: (d) Publicly advocating that voters should not vote for the Democratic endorsee for any office, or giving support or avowing preference for a candidate of another party or unaffiliated candidate who is opposing a candidate endorsed by the Democratic Party.

If we don’t stand up for our local endorsed Democrats, we will never be able to establish any significant Democratic representation on our local Councils, Boards or Commissions and no fresh democratic leaders will grow from here to compete for higher office.  
Be it therefore resolved: 

That the HCDCC shall hereafter require members of all classes (associate, regular and ex-officio) to sign a statement; at the time they pay their dues, as a condition of being accepted for membership; that states:

“I (print name) understand that as a member of the Humboldt County Democratic Central Committee (HCDCC), I have the duty to abide by all of the Bylaws adopted by the HCDCC and that I shall be removed from the HCDCC if I disregard this duty. I also understand that the HCDCC Bylaws specifically prohibit members from publicly advocating that voters should not vote for the Democratic endorsee for any office, or giving support or avowing preference for a candidate of another party or unaffiliated candidate who is opposing a candidate endorsed by the Democratic Party.  (Signature of member and date)”
Linda Atkins

HCDCC, District 4 

