Resolution in Support of the Repeal of the Government Pension Offset
Whereas: The Government Pension Offset (GPO) was passed in 1983 and it negatively affects those who were employed in both private service whose deceased spouse paid into Social Security and had a Social Security benefit; and

Whereas: The Government Pension Offset reduces the after retirement of widows and widowers whose spouse is deceased; and

Whereas: The Government Pension Offset was not means tested and affects all retiring public workers whose spouses were vested in Social Security, to lose an amount equal to 2/3 of their pension; and 

Whereas: Some of those affected also lose the funeral death benefit for their spouse and pay more for their Medicare; and

Whereas: The Government Pension Offset increasingly affects widows and widowers whose pensions that are far from large and these retirees include teachers, firefighters, highway patrolmen, nurses, civilian workers in the defense department and many others; and

Whereas: Many affected retirees spouses paid into Social Security for decades yet many these die without ever knowing that their spouse will lose the benefit they’d earned for them; and

Whereas: Over 79% of the affected survivors are women and the majority of women earn less than men in the same job and so have smaller pensions; and

Whereas: Many of these women are driven into poverty due to the meager total survivor benefit they receive, for the rest of their lives they struggle to afford adequate housing, food and health care; and

Whereas: HR1795 has been introduced to repeal this provision:

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Humboldt County Democratic Central Committee urges Congress to pass HR1795 in order that the Government Pension Offset be repealed.
